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APPEARANCES

For the Divi s ion of

oiI, cas and Mining:

Lowef 1 Braxton

n anf c,f Naf rrr3f ReSOU-f CeSvvt/ e r

Division of Oil, Gas and Mining

1594 West North Temple, Suite 72L0

Box 145801

Saft Lake City, UT 84L].4-5801

Telephone: (801) 538-5306

I^l -1rri.6 H6dl-\ard T.rrhrr Itrrnz'l orrvq jlre rrssvv!Y r ! jrrrlrurr-r!! t

p.am (]rrrh:rrrrh-T,i i1- i ar end Marv

Ann Wright

For Star Stone Quarries, Inc.:

Lon and Ba rbra Thomas
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Informal Hearing Re: Star Stone Quarries

November 20, 2000

PROCEEDINGS

MR. BRAXTON: Why don't we go ahead

and det .qterf ed. I woufd Iike to we l come af fY*"

of you and, at the same t.ime, thank aII of
4a+ ^^hi-^ o||t toniolrt .Or this inf OrmalJ"vYvglLvtrtYrlu

conference, As I am sure as you are aware,
l- r.6 c,. l-,-an+ ^€ the conference is Star Stone

Quarries, Inc. I Heber Quarry. This is an

informal conference to discuss the mining and

rec.Iamation plan LhaL's being considered

unde r the Division of Oi1, Gas and Mining.

f am Lowell Braxton. I am the

division director, and before I start with

some of the par!s of the agenda thac have my

name on it, I would Iike to step back for a

minute and have the folks sitting on my left

to introduce themselves

MR. KUNZLER: f am Lynn KunzIer. I

am senior reclamation specialist with the

divis j.on's mineral program.

MR. HEDBERG: My name is Wayne

Hedbe rg. I am the permitLing supervisor with

the mineral-s reclamation program.
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MS. G R U B A U G H - L I T T I G : I am Pamela

G r u b a u g h - L i t t i g / and I am the acting

associate director of mining. MS. WRIGHT:

Not to confusion anyone, but I am the

associate director of mining. And I am iust

array on a stint with the Bureau of Land

MArr^ flFment :nd I wiIl be back on De cembe r

1st with the division, so they invited me up

here for this hearing,

MR. BRAXTON: In the back of the

room is Joef Bu.rnsr our engineerjng tech and

qe.r15ta r\7 ext rodinare for the minerals

reclamation program.

What I would f ike to do is, as You

look at the agenda, give you a short overview

-+,.ih.+ a|l --! -i-:h^ ,loes. some of(J! wlldL ntLt 9d> clllu lLlrlltrrY

i- his is ooino to be redundant. I think Wayne

Hedberg will go into what I am go j-ng to say

in a bit more depth. I want You to

understand, by the t ime you leave this

errcni n,r wh: t the division's mission is,

where we have f it into the permitci ng process

f or Star Stone Quarries, Inc., and what your

rights are under our particular program.

The Division of Oit, Gas and Mining
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is one of seven divisions inside of the

I)en^rl-ment of Natural ResourceS with the

Q1-.{- 6 n6^5Fl-n^nt Of NatUraf Resources. our

responsjbility, in a nutsheII, is the

ncrmittinn:ncl f he .rrrFr^tiorg under ouI..,\-_"' vyelse+vrr

cnaai f in raar,rations and statute for the

environmenLaf aspects of Ehe mining industry

and the oil- and gas industry.
l^la h:rzo f \.',,\ r^rithin Il"^Lwv Prw9!orL'J

mininrr indrl<f r.\r r.rirhirr J-lT6 minin.r qF,,-f i,.'-Jflr

I should say. The re is a coaf permitting

section and hard rock or non-coaf permitting

section. The Star Stone Quarrj-es, Inc.,

faf ls unde r the mineral-s section or the

non-coal- section of our mineral-s regulatory

program.

The non-coa1 operations have two

onf i.)ns f or -eorrla1- 'on One of these is a

Notice of Intent for operations that are

qoing to di s turb five acre s or -Iess. The

<A.'.\rrrl nnl-inn rrndar Fhie nrrr.rrrm is a larnc-vvt/9+v.r

minj.ng opLion/ and thatrs for operations that

rrc rrni nrr +.r dr etrrrh .ty.r;.f cr than fiVe aCfeS.

A I arge mining operat.ions requtre

submission of a recl-amation pIan, an
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ope ration plan that witl be effective during

oner:f ion of the mine and submission of

anrrrr.rh i nf orm:l j6n f or a recf amation bond to

be cal-cuIated. The reclamation bond is

something that state statute requires Lo

cove r the contingency of an operator leaving

:nn h^+ h^iF^ nb 1e to recl-aim the siter-/ c I rr 9

themse.lves.

You're probabl y aIl he re because we

nrrLrl i shed .r N.)tice of Intent -- or excuse me,

^ 
r'\a\t i /-a <=rrinar fhrf \"rc \rare ^^_^ir^*i6^9 L-l.AL ws (- l/ l r D -L L. s L r r r y

-^^-^-'i6^ - 1.r.ra minc nlan fOf thiSa[-,yrvv-Lrr9 a -Lar9c

nrrar:l inn Prrl-rlin nntir-e wF j-hi.k is anvlJvlu u rlvuruu, urrrrrr:, +v

imnnrl:nr n:rl- af .1 rrr rcq11 .1 nsibi lirw to thcrrrLyv! uorrL yqr e

nrrhl i r- and f ra.'t. pnl l 'r we n^t r^ i ni-crFsturrur-)'f w! Y*"

at aII when we pub 1i sh one of these things.

Toni oht there .i ^ - ^: - - i.Fi ^ant amount Of-L\Jlr-!\jlrL, I> d JLy

interest in this particu.Iar operation, and we

are here because your basically, asked us Lo

l-r a hara C^ .,.^-i- F6-: -!r -- ^"^-.'1-'\/-lvl9d.l-Il/ t dPP!cL-f ctL- I (,.tI cvc!ysvsy

nnnin.r rr.r I rrrl ^--+i^r*-+.i-^ in LhiS.LVI.!.!rr9 \JJL O r- \,r IJd,! L I \-tHoLf rrV

The informal conference that we have

-i^h+ hara ie t- lr71itrz fn- nar-rnle for_L9rrL llE!s rJ cr rr LryP!/!

ma ke their concerns or their support ' either

w,a\/ fclr a nronnqed rnirinfl oDerat i on to be
^av,
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h-:rt- at : ^,rhr ic re co rd. We have a COurt

rtna\rtar fh:r rq ra.nrdinrr l-hiq n^rl- /_\ F rho

conference as I speak. In a few minutes when

you look at your aqfendas, we are going go off

the record. And it you l-ook at the agenda

and l-ook at items 3, 4 and 5 on that aqenda,

we will- not create a public record for that.

The 6th, 7th and Bth items on the agenda will

be do ne on the record.

ActuaIIy, portion No. 6 and portion

No. '7 
. l-hink- ara thc rFaq.\n th:f \/n Ll aff, qr!

are here. And that is, this is the
f rrn.i frr +L^+ !'^!! l. 

^.'^j L,,qL yuu create a record

concerning your concerns of this proposed
ana-^-i^r Tf ic J-rrni t-rr fnr r-ho\rlJcra i L \JPv\Jr L Lr.t_L LY r (,r rrrE

onFr:ror -o dr qr^rrcc nf \/OUf COnCefnS On)

the record, and then we'-If close ou!. I hope

to be able to conclude tonight by 9:00. T

f hinlr rli f h - Y ro uo

comments on focus,

What I need Lo say

el rearlv said is a

mav krrrrc rav not"'* -'

l-hic ciza if Loon 
^r1 

rJ L 2v ,

wF .Ar\ eas il v do thaL.

in addition to what I have

lot of the issues that you

he rhin,^rs tha* I Can

provide reLief for you on underneath the

statutes and the requlations of the Division
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of Oit, Gas and Mining. Mining is a

complicaLed business. We have county

agencies that probably have something to say

about various elements of this operatlon-

There are air quality provisions that don't

falI unde r the doma i n of the Division of OiI,

r:aa _an^ minin.T F!--{- 1r^ -^-ir. a ner* ofrrr-rtY LJ.tct L 4L.=t t1 9tjl J tt, a Yq! e

+hi e nnar:r-i r'n

There are water quality provisions
F11 -+ -^-.i^ ^Cn't fatl under our umbrella,LIIo.t, cr9ct-Lrrr ur

buu I would encourage you if you have

concerns on Lhese particular subjecLs or

r-'thers t.r .ro ahead and make them part of Lhe

ra1-11 rd f nnirrht Tf \/.)rr feel like sneakino onr \J rr u . -y v u

t-ho nrrl-'lin and af l-hinrrq rrnricr :nend: itemPurJf f u'rlrry

No. 6, what I woul-d l-ike you to do is state

\.r.)rr r nama :nd thFn make vollr CommenLS aS

sttcr:inctlv ;s \/rrrt nossihl v aan.
J "" I.vevle' J

The way this Process wj-11 work is

wifhin -1 0 clevs - herrtr fo make a seL ofss J Q I

f i ndinos Lhar describe what wen! on tonight,

and then I have to reach s ome legal

conclusions that will decide whether we are

rrninn -.\ nnntinrrc r"ri th lhe ne fmi t Of thisr

rrncrel- inn ^r whtrther for one feaSOn Ofv v v r s u f v 
'r

Thacker * Co lrr
Court Reporters

Unl\ Lcada in Litigatio, SuPPott
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another, we wiIl not continue with it.. And,

of course, it is premature to say what

dj-rection we are going to go in because I

haven't heard your comments,' nor have I heard

the comments of the operator

I wiIl also add that at the

concl-usion of the hearing, when I've

.at the conclusion of the written

ri:rf nf j-hi q rrr/"\r\a<< r^rhan T h'arra i <qrrcri mr/

f indings of facts and conclusions, if anybody

that's here this evening is dissatisfied with

my conclusions, you can appeal- those

conclusions in front of the board of oi1, gas

.a n,4 minirrr

The board of oiI, gas and mining 1s

a quasi-judicial board. It j-s a seven-person

board that meets monthly in Saf t Lake City.

If you wanE. to pursue an appe a I of my

.lanieinn rrlrrf '.,ill naarl {-^ 
^^ 

i- ^^+\reer.rf vrr, y\.,/J w-Lr-L rrEE!r Lv l-t u -LJ 9sL

hold of the secretary for Lhe board of oiI,

.r,.q erd mininn I Lhink t.here are Somet sv

business cards up on the table there and

vor'r can ca l'l f hose numbers on the business_t '-*

r-:rcls and thcrr r-ar refer volt to theI "*

qa^r'af :rrrl e fa lanhnna nrrml-ror
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At that point You can talk Lo the

board secretary and she can teLf you what

you'Il- need to do to submit an appeal of my

decision. In an ideal- worId, I would assume

that my decision wonrt be challenged, but,

-^.i h f h^r6 .re a f ot of f ol_kS here that areaIa-Lu

interested in this operation. I don't want

to predict whe re we are going wi th it, but r

wanted to let you know how the process works

rnA t.?h-+ -i rrl-r-q are rrncl e1.neath thatcrrr!-r yl,u! tf 9rrs

process.

Hav i ng said that, I think I will

turn che t ime over to Wa yne Hedberg and Iet

him talk in a littIe bit more detail of the

division's non-coa1 mining program.

(Discussion hef d of f the record. )

S PEAKER: My name is Pete Peterson

am probabl y the closest house to the

rir.\nart\7 r I ive at 982 Lakecreek Way.
-lJ-i,I-

think Mr. Thomas has repre sented some

misrepresented s ome facts here tonight. He

did state himself to be the on-s1te operator

of the operation and, yet. seems to hav e no

knowlecioe of ni nhl- f i mc r.rncr:tions. He made

ref erence to a dump truck Lhat got stuck up
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on the hill and they had to get it of f of

there.

I would happi 1y go under oath and

say that I have seen hun dre d s of trucks over

the last five years feave that property

AhfAr tho t1 r^r.\erl- rr r^r a I ifta- ir-L lar+ra ify-vvL-ey r-.{ cl rr!,

load it somet.ime later and It for the Iife of

fr€, canno L fi gure ouL why you would do LhaL

j-f your concerns are for safety, security of

fhF 'l n:rJ qccrrril- rr nf rho hi rrhr^rarr \r.\rr :rFf vss/ J"*

rrai nrr i,. Tr^\16l arza r".ri+rr nf
Y'.,.YJUvqrlL)|l,vg!

arnn I ntrao c
l!vr.

And I think you woul-d onl-y do that

if you had s ome other intended purpose.
pnccihlrr in ^^r-i^- +l.'-+ minht haI \J.r r -LjJr y r trr rLr y vP-Lrrr!.,rr, LrraL y\JLr ILL-Lvl'r L

E w.-.'c: rt i nrr narmi r- ih.af milrht n.1 I
IJ v ! rr, ! L ,

want to run over an open scale, and, yeL, I

have heard Mr. Thomas represent that most of

this rock is used IocaIIy. Why in the worfd
rra,r'r n Lr=rr1 it out after dark? That's/vq

^^^.{ F^-vvvu

SPEAKER: Bob FuIIer. I -Iive at

640 Pole Drive. I am in that same

subdivision. I just have s ome questions

.relating to this statute. It is reall-y more
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+^i,ae/-l^ TLOwdros YoUr r suppose.

I know back in June of 1998, there

was a Notj.ce of Noncompf iance filed by your

department. And at that t j-me 
' it was

estimated they were ove r ten acres of mlning.

It's a 1ot more than just a road. And there

was an appeal by American Stone, which I

understand Lhe hearing off icer rejected and

sa icl thew were in viol-ation and had an order

.h,l h.\f f .\ aYnrn.l thF mininaruU Lr|J

t i nn q

But s ince 1998, there's been a lot

of expansion and certainly weLI be yond the

five acres and I'd bet wel-I beyond the ten

acres that we have had. And I am curlous as

to the j-nterim bond of $25,000. I donrt know

how much that w j-l-1 reclaim or $43,000 wil-l-

reclaim. Shoot, we hav e spent more than that

rrrsr tcr krl;st orrt cncrrcrh f or a f oundacion,

Iet alone reclaim a mount a r n side.

f n my opinion, it ought to be maYbe

2 or 3 million dolLars for a reclamation, but

T ^m nrlt ^n ,=vnert in that area. But it

seems to me that since I998, the re certainly

has been a will-fu1 viofation of the Sma f f
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tvlinin.r Ar. l-

the $10,00

about 7 mi

nner:f i nn

an.1 f ha\/ nrrrrhr l.\ l-r a crrl-r ivuYrru.gp)

0 a day fine, whi ch amounts

l-lion dof f ars in fines that

shorrld he srrhiggl to.

to

this

f don't know how you get around a

wi11fu1 viof ation because they certainly have

been wel-I over the five acres and up in the

ten, whe Lher rhey thought rhe road was part

of it or not. But on that south side on that

road where they have been mininq on the side

of the cliff and that's part of thls ten

acres that I have been ove r several Vears
fhew a s.r ha'rp hcen nrrshino tai Iirrrs .1 rrcr ont/uJj||l|Y

that south side, almost onto the road. Thar

also increases the amoun t of the ef fected

area, which goes into trhis ten acre thing,

and that certainly has been a knowing

vio.l-ation of the five acres.

It appears to me, too, and I don't

kn ow when the access .road was chanqed, but

when you gfo back on the other side, you can

see where the re used to be a gate, and that

access road is brought around to the west

side s ome t ime in their operation. I am not

sure why they had to go through the had to
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bring it around on the west side, but it

cercainly adde d to the marring of rhat hiII'

But the and the other thing that

also concerned me, and I guess this is really

more towards you r when the Notice of

Violation was sent, it f ooks to me 1i ke under

the statute there should have been a

-^i,,^i^-+i^^ : hcerinn where thc nrrblic hadaLrJ r.r LJ-tlYl

a ri oht to have a voi-ce. And I know that

there was no notice of giving of that

adjudication back in 1998/ and I am not sure

if that was accordinq to statute either.

The surety requirement bY statute,

voll harre the r.i,rht f .\ qa* fhe amoUnt, and t'heir vu

amounts that we have heard tonj-ght $43,000

was one f igure and $25,000 was wha t thi-s last

I r^,a\- \,/a^ r i nl arlm
i eq4

r-h-:f t< ra-el lrr a nitTancer !uerrl

of an amount to reclaim that property.

I notice on some of the other rock

quarries they have sites set apart where Ehey

have Lopsoil seL Lhere, and there certainly

has been no claiming that topsoil on this

m.ine that can be used in reclamation. If you

d r'\ i- .r h r|rr i- nn<ni l .Af l. hF end \/.\rr erF ooir-'t-- '---I 9

to pay a Iot more than $43,000 just to put
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1- ha 1- nncni I i nevt/vv44

Thc nrrrrrrr qo r', f f hF SLCtLttLE/ Ct5

read it, is while the mine is operating,

there shou-Ld be recl-amation going on

env j-ronmentally. And I understand that vou

^^r+aihlr' ^-^ll- fil1 in rinhl. r^rharc \/.1 1r arF-\,cruo,.Lrlry \- ct lI !rl:,rr(- wlls!s yvu

mj-ning, but Lhere's been no effort to prevent

erosion of the environment of this mine. If

fhev strv nn t^n T rinn'f thi.nk there would9vlv'

be any prob-Lems, f rom our standpoin!.

But I, again, come back to the idea

that this i-s a wi11fu1 violation. And this
.i s irrsr : crrr.i r. l- ^^+r---.r^* r)Ut abOUtJuJe q Yurut\ v D L I rrl cr L- I t, rr I r

(-7 (n^ nnn a€ fines that they coufd have hadvtvvv

over the -[ast !wo years, .le! alone the period

before that t ime. And, cerrainly, they have

been over f j-ve acres long after this 79'77

staLute was passed.

SPEAKER:

mL^+l^^lll. ll ct L J a r r .

^rn M:ril vn Rroadbent

Mv hrrsband ancl I own Lot 6 of Lakecreek

EsLate. That's 182 Lakecreek Way, and we

we re one of the four or five adjacent

hr6nart\, .'\\rrn a rS that we 1.e nOti fied. And we

hav e ] ived there since May of L99 6, although

we we re aware of the ex j stinq quarry. My
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husband is from Heber, and it is kind of a

landmark area. The re was no najor activity

ro warranr our concern to our desire to build

in this area, and we purchased this property

with the express purpose of enjoying the

beauty, sol-itude and the view of the area'

-^r !1-^+rs fhe hioaest_ COncernCl If Ll LIJ lltE, UrICrL ., vrYYvu!

I am concerned about the destruction

and the defacing of the mounlain backdrop

r1 irentlrr 1-:ehi nrl or'rLnr.rne-tv. I am cOncefned

with che desLruction of the preexisting

lreartv and rlea ce of the area/ and I'm also

concerned about the reduction of the property

va.l-ue and the amo unt that v/e hav e invested in

our home. And we have loved it out there '
and this is kind of the exPansr-on

frightens ft€, and ma ybe their plans are

Iimited, but the potenLiaJ- for change 1s very

fri rrhtcni n.r Anrl merrhe somef l'i nn h:nr)ens to!!fvrrL-srrarrv.

them and the new owne r come s in with a large

mining operation, it just seems open-ended.

Thank you.

SPEAKER: My name is Don Bu rn s, 851

T:lzanraalz I^l r rr Trlra .y.\ | kind of : oeneralvrqy. Y"-

concern/ noE specif ic wjrh the operation. T
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hrnnan ra r.r ^ Lind of a fan of the free

enterprise, capitalistic society we have, so

I think it is good for a guy to do what he

can. But my general concern is Hebe r Vaf l-ey,

Wasatch County, in general, there are two

meinr rrainr aVesores in the ..rttnf \r I riri_Vg
'rLlqJv!Ul'uJvLUJUvu||Ll'l

by one two or three times a week when I go

down to Salt La ke ove r to Jordanef f where the

highway departmen L decided Lo cut througr h

mnrrntain and when vnrr rriew :haL ffOm thgjvg

diql- anr-e il- ic nrai- trr rrnlrrI uYr j.

Then i"/erve got over on the south

end of rhe valley an aguacate quarry which i s

slowl\/ ernrlinrr the Side Of the hill-. I uSed

to Ii-ve on Interloken and look at it

everyday. It is kind of a bad thing to look

a!. And wich this opportunity here of being

abl-e to take the who 1e mount a i n down on his

15 acres kind of makes me sad of what it

mirrht Innlz 'l ilra in f ay,r r;a.r<

SPEAKER: Rebe cca Birkin, 842

Lakecreek Way, adjacent to the qua r ry. while
Tf^ll"\rtr'L^,, --*F--L LndL Lney wdnE to run a

business and that I hate to certainly, you

knnw m.alu o lhinrlq diffir-rrll f .\r fham T ,l rrJ!rrv'r/
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have some concerns. You know, we moved in

recently. We were he re, you know, j-n the

summe.r of I999 | and even then, the noise was

not nearly as bad as it's now. And, you

know, as f ar as I remember that first summer,

it was not even that noticeabfe, but it is

now.

And I donrt have anY waY of knowing

how accurate their sound testing is, as far

as decibels go as far as wha t day or anything

Iike that, but even that aside, the noise of

<r.r:r'ri rr rr tt'rV and r.rrrqhi nrr i - ----": --

is gratinq. It is not fun. And, you know,

even not only do I want to post and, you

know, just to state on the record that that

is somethino that bothers all of us as a

community as a neiqhborhood, but also I would

like to know statutorily if you have any way

of cclntrol Ii no the hours when that can

You know, my husband and I are hard

worki-ng. We a.re parents of smaf I chifdren.

You know, on S unda y morning when we have a

chance to sleep in a IittIe bit fater than

6:30 for a change, it is kind of annoying to
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hc:r fhel- s,.-r:ni n.r and r-rrrshino nnise eer'l V

cln SrrnrJavs - T would like to know if there

was a r^ray to contro.L that, to monitor it.

Ol^rrri nrr s. lrr- 1- hF\/ h:rrc iricd bUt it iS nOtr!r!s, 
^

happening so thaL we are not hear j.ng those

-^i-^ ,- L- 1r^, orr'lrr hnrrrc Qrrnri_ar;qlI r., IJc-, yUu tlll\rw r sar--Ly vqrrsqJJ

mornings, lare in the evenjngs and weekends

like that. That's a definite concern for me.

SPEAKER: El-j-zabeth Leliner, 700

Pol-e Drive. Two concerns that I have. The

first would be the truck traffic. Right now/

I agree it is not that great. There are many

other oroiects that have f ot more truck

traff ic on Lakecreek Ro ad, but if they were

Lo j-ncrease, Lhat road is noE saf e enouqh to

handl-e Lhe higher Lraf f ic. My concern i s a

sAf etrz issuc f or the residents that have to

drive that road daily.

My second concern is along something

that has a I ready been stated, and that's the

rcrrer:et:f icln which I think should be

concurrent. You know, vou've taken off

-^-r'i ^- Llve done that area and itP(Jr L-L\rrr, yvu

shou-Ld be renegotiated. That's the way I

understand it. I don't know if that is
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correct or noE/

concerns

but those are my two malor

SPEAKER: Joel- Sedwick. I'11 just

raise the question of waLe.r qua l ity. Since

our water system takes our waEer supply is

out of the stream of the bottom of that hill'

and we do have a settling pond and a system

for r-le:nino rh:t t^r:f er end nrrnninrr i- ttn I,OurLurrrrry uurLrlr|,Y

i- hF l- .ank irrqr does Lhe erosion plans or

Lhe erosion controf pJans that are proposed

take into account how those systems will be

of fpr-f cd aqnp.-irr 1rr r-hF rnad aS it comesU!!u9u!9,

down the hif l and it acts as

system?

drrin:rro

5.Y11 AKtr K: Mv n ame is Logan Hunter

T ranrcsant HtrntFr M:naaf trmenf C.r-nnrAli .)f -r- q rr u Y

We own the ten acres immediately adjacent to

t-ha nrr'narr.v f o the weS!. And f wOUld juSL

I i ke 1- o c'o on record that I have had some

dif f icul-Lies with Lon's operation in Lhe past

encroaching upon f ence -Lines, tai Lings

.1 l/er-sni l I incr rhai r l'1 nttnds nhl i fcrafino truckJ I' - r r t rr Y v v s rr u J,

f ines or fence lines with their trucks, and

those kinds of concerns

^ 
l {-h^1r^}r r -tarrT 'l^ ave anV Wev u v rr

aol-943-9r80 Toll Free, E?1-,$,*r-t r 80 Fa* 8OI-98t4181
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qi

certainly knew we have had the property

for .aLrottl- 12 \rearS. We knew at the ti_me thatf'

we purchased it from Mr. Thomas that there

was a m:.ning operation going on there, but I

had to resort to legal recourse to get

anything done to f j-x those encroachments.

And so f certainly have concerns as a

nr,.rnarf r/ of thei r oeneral COnCern fOr

thci r ncirrhhnrc rnd h nr^r thar.z respecc
orra rUr-rarrU ar ca that lives in the area.

SPEAKER: Ray Huf faker, 526 Pof e

Drive. It j-s realLy unfortunate when

deve L opmentr comes in in opposition or sort of
in .-a\rnnaf if irrn r^ri i- h rrroo'zi cf inrr l-rrreino<eae

LJJ!J'

but a rock quarry is very diff icult to be

compatible in a residential area. And I am

ve ry symparhetic with these young folk, but T

: l so rceooni ze the concerns of the rest of uS

wiEh the noise, the scraping and the sounds

Iike explosions when the biS rocks hit Lhe

bed of a truck. We hear every one. Every

time one falls, we hear it. Growing up on a

farm in O.regon, I r,ras used to noise, but

that's a bit more than I've ever had to deal

with.
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S PEAKER: A1 Mj-ckef sen, Wasatch

.^ii6+U nr: I beCame aware of thisy P -L a rr rr s r

j-ssue, ain, about a year ago when I f irst

started wi1:h the county/ and we've made

,1f f ernnf q fo rre+ .-o.)ncr:t ion frnm thc r)ncratOI::,-L COOperaLlon ,--

and hav e not been very successfuf in so

!- i -^ -nnFFr-i ate the noEice of thisrJrJrrrgf JU wv aIJy-u

hearing. And we submitted a Letter of

October 6th which states our concerns Let

me just kind of emphasize wha t they are

BasicaIly, as far as I can

derermine, there has been no approva I from

lhF .-.-rr)r I rr €r-r r their nnFr:riOn. We

rarn-:'ni za f rnIn lhg testimonies that I haverl r . v ,

heard here tonight, that there has been an

oneral-lon f nr \re^rs -here. and we dontt

di snri- e f h^t I think the issue here is that

rhe y are going Lo expand, whether it is going

to be the current operator or future

onFr:tclr- T t hink we have to consider the

issues that are important to us as wel-l- as to

uhe pubI.J-c in general.

So we are reque s cing that the

onF-at.,r l-r c rcorli red In r-clme bef ore the

r..\lrntrr eq rocr|i reri hrr .rrrr znn inn ordnin(-e anCi

8()1-983-t180 Toll Fre€: a7?-4,,tr1-g l80 frx:8O1-98t-91E1
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get an approval from the count y commission,

which/ basically, wilI addre s s s ome of the

issues that I think the you r divisions

handle. For examp le, one of the things we

would like to see i-s what's the uftimate

mining -- the boundary for the mining j-s

^ ^ i - ^ l, ^ + L ^ *. - - i ^ ^ ^ ^ tr + L ^ - - ^., -;usr url€ restoratrons o! Lne g-LouIIc

r^ n+:1-, 1^ site and deal with the! e Jt/!

concerns of the ci-tizens in the area And I

think we have heard he re tonight the concern

abouL the noise, the Lraffic, the lighting

and a concern about the materials that are

thrown over the hillside de nud i ng the

\rA'.rAf al-i?1n -a ra,.l --tr-i-^ +1.\^ -yty-\6i rirrl-A i-hAl-vLYLU L-aLrDrrr9 LrrY aPPUq

rhpra anl- rr: I lrr 1l.r .\ 1r i n r-horc1S m1n1ng go1r.Y

I think this is a very nice vaf f ey.
Tl- ic 71rai+ .l I l.\-r r- ,h,' la mnrra hc'-^F/rELLy, Crrr!.1 Lrrcr. L J wrry Pcvy-LE rLr\J v s

is because they Iike the vistas of the areas,

and we would like to keep it as such. So

r^rh.af orror ,4a F^ ra.rrri ra l-ha .\nar:f 
^rIvs !!Ys+!v

to do s ome mitigating measures that woul-d

holn leqcon fh^ i---^+ +l-r-- r^rnrrI d ha r/cr\/lrlPcrL?Lr Lrro,L

appreciated. And af sof I think, if we can

stop dumping alI those smaII pieces of red

sranc s^ncl s1- nnr. over f 1e hi l' and mavhe do
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mi+i,r:f inn ma:qrrraq rinhj- f l'arF f hF{-rL,fLfYaLfrry

worrld heln kinr{ r', f imnrnrze rhe situation

there.

The other concerns that we do have

is that at this point, again, the y do not

have a business Iicense We wou-Ld appreciate

it if thev would .rct a LrrrqinesS l-icense forY-"

their operation. And af so, I think, to echo

some of the comments that I h ave heard

tonight about wha t has been expressed here,

\/rr r'r knnw T fhink thc kcv her:e iS t.hat theI"*,'"J

h-- - rioht to mrne but al-so needsL-,IJEr aUUt rlCl- A !tY!rL

to realize that r^r e do have taxpayers here;

that they have an investment in che area as

we11.

We need to have we need to

50 1r

the

helpfut. The reason why we are so concerned
i< r-harr ^ /\ h t- r .i F r r + i n rr L^^,., +rr^ t_y'ou Know, LlIe Lax

nAVers nt\-Zs tl^^ rr^^F 6a\t< f .rr fhc roadsl,q j'u!r pu_ya !r-e LdxcD L-llcl L PdyJ

anci sr: fcl-f h hrrt l- herr Are arrnl- li hrrtino into/ pqe errsy

the damages on the roads that we have there.

And it's been mentioned here toniqht about

<rrr6 +h.l- f h6\r '.'i1l l-r a ^^^.l nai rrhl-r.-)rqu,ruy 9 !/vq rrsryr!

thcv r:orr I cl he rFsnrrnsirre arcl Iisten to

concerns of the citizens, that woufd be



1

5

4

5

o

7

6

10

11

12

13

14

15

to

17

18

19

21

22

z5

24

25

Informaf Hearing Re: Star Stone Quarries tt/20/00 25

Thacker * Co r.rr
Court Reporters

Utoh't L.add in Litigation Sxlryt

Corporate Officesr So West Broadway, Suite 906, Salt Lake City, Utah 8,r,rol
8ol-983-418o Toll Fleer a?7-44,1-9lEo F&xr 8ol-98t-9181

the traffic, and we don't know what's going

to be Like next year, whether it is going to

be more. And so we would appreciate some

help on that as we1l. Thatrs all f have, and

T annrF.i^rc f hr onnc)rf rrnitv to be able to* *tsr

ma ke s ome comments on that. Thank you.

MR. BRAXTON: Thank you. Is there

anybody else that would Iike to be heard ir:

this matter? WeIJ-, again, I woul-d 11ke to

thank al-I of you for coming. I think the

commenLs that you've made are something that

f r'l l take var\/ qe|i nrrs r.nnsideration of . As

I said earlier, I need to have a written

'acr.\^r,qa rto:t i -- --i !r^ - have heard thise!qr4rr9 wILII WllctL r

o,,ani-^ rn^ .,i-h ^*r-,^- +].i-^S thaL are within

the division's files. I need to do that

within 30 days f rom now.

I nTacrlma aru arrrF,nArr L-- -r -^^/-| Flrnas pracecl Lnef r

addre s s in the sign-in sheet back there, so I

will nran 
^n 

qenci inn errerwhndw thAt siclned inuvrrurrrY v w!! tf vvvl'

and has an address there a copy of my

f indinrrc if fh-+ i- -.hlo l_^ orrarrrhndrr!rtL\rrrr9rr LlrdL rJ d,u9sPtar.,f u uvvr.),vvuj

here. As I said before, there are other

previsions. If what I do doesn't satisfy

Fi f her the onF ratOr Or the f olkS that arevIvv.
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hJ-ih^ | l-, ' al hr^rri<i.1n-..ere fs an appe u . r-.-

be fo re the board of oj-1, gas and mining, and

wo c,an nrorricl ,o votr information on Lhat should-t'*

you decide you want to go that route.

I cl-ose by saying that I think

mining is a ve ry necessary part of our

" h"+ +he intent of our statute is toE \- \J11 \JILty,

assure that a responsible recl-amation, safe

^r-rarrr-inn< :nd harlf hrr rrr'lpr:l- ions do elonov y L ! q ,, v q ! u rr ),

wif h rcqnrrnsihla minrnrr ^nFrations. So thOSe

considerations wouLd be part of the f indings
f l-\ir- r -m ^^:^4 1- r"\ m:kc rq a f eSU.It Of thiSr arLL 9 \r-r11 v

hearing. On ce again I thank everybody for

coming and taking your t ime to be w j-th us

this evening. We will go off the record.

(The hearing was concluded at 8:30 p.m. )
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CERTIFICATE

This is to certify that the foregoing deposition was
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Informal Hearing Re: Star Slone Quarries
November 20, 2000

PROCEEDINGS
MR. BRAXTON: Why don't we go ahead

and get started. I would like to welcome all
ofyou and, at the same time, thank all of
you for coming out tonight for this informal
conference. As I am sure as you ar€ awale,
the subject of the mnference is Star Stone

Quarries, [nc., Heber Quarry. This is an

informal conference to discuss the mining and
reclamalion plan thafs being considered
under the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.

I aln Lowell Braxton. I am the
division director, and before I start with
some ofthe parts ofthe agenda that have my
name on it, I would like to step back for a
minute and have the folks sitting on my left
to introduce themselves.

MR. KUNZLER: I am Lynn Kunzler. I
am senior reclamation specialist with the
division's mineral program.

MR. HEDBERG: My name is wayne
Hedberg. I am the permitting supervisor with
the minerals reclamation program.
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For the Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining:
Lowell Braxton
Depl. of Natural Resources
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining

1594 West North Temple, Suite
Box 145801
Salt Lake City, UT 84114-5801
Telephone: (801) 538-5306

Wayne Hedberg, Lynn Kunzler,
Pam Grubaugh-Littig and Mary
Ann Wright

For Star Stone Quaries, [nc.:
Lon and Barbra Thomas

,
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MS. GRUBAUGH-LITTIG: I am Pamela
Grubaugh-Littig, and I am the acting
associate director of mining. MS. WRIGHT:
Not to confusion anyone, but I am the
associate director of mining. And I arn just
away on a stint with the Bureau of Land
Management, ard I will be back on December
lst with the division, so they invited me up
here for this hearing.

MR. BRAXTON: In the back ofthe
room is Joel Burns, our engineering tech and
secretary extrodinare for the minerals
re clamation program,

what I would like !o do ix as you
look at the agend4 give you a short overview
ofwhat oil, gas and mining does. Some of
this is going to be redundant. I think Wayne
Hedberg will go into what I am going to say
in a bil more depth. I want you to
understand, by the time you leave this
evening, what the division's mission is,
where we have fit into the permitting proc€ss
for Star Stone Quaries, Inc., and what your
rights are under our particular program.
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is one ofseven divisions inside ofthe
Depaxtrnent of Natural Resources with the
State Department of Natural Resources. Our
responsibility, in a nutshell, is the
permitting and lhe operations under our
specific regulations and statute for the
environmental asp€cts ofthe mining industry
and the oil and gas industry.

We have two programs within the
mining industry or within the mining section,
I should say. There is a coal permitting
section and hard rock or non-coal permitting
section. The Slar Stone Quarries, Inc.,
falls under the minerals section or the
non-coal section of our minerals regulatory
program.

The non-coal operations have two
options lor regulation. One of thcse is a
Notice of Intent lor operations that are
going to disturb five acres or less. The
second option under this program is a large
mining option, and that's for operations that
are going to disturb greater lhan fiye acres.

A large mining o;rrations require
submission of a reclamation olan. an
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I part ofa public record. We have a court
2 reporter that's recording this part ofthe
3 conference as I speak. In a few minutes when
4 you look at your agendas, we are going go off
5 the record. And ifyou look at the agenda
6 and look at items 3, 4 and 5 on that agendq
7 we will not create a public record for that.
8 The 6th, 7th and 8th items on the agenda will
9 be done on the record.
l0 Actually, portion No. 6 and portion
11 No. 7, I think, are the reason that you all
12 are here. And that is, this is the
13 opportunity that you have lo create a record
14 conceming your concems ofthis proposed
15 operation. It is an opportunity for the
l6 operator 10 discuss somc ofyour concems on
17 the record, and then we'll close out. I hope
18 to be able to conclude tonight by 9:00. I
19 think with a group this size, if we keep our
20 comments on focus, we can easily do that.
2l What I need to say in addition to what I have
22 already said is a lot ofthe issues that you
23 mry bring may not be things that I can
24 provide relief for you on - undemeath the
25 statutes and the resulations ofthe Division
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operation plan that will be effective during
operation ofthe mine and submission of
enough information for a reclamation bond to
be calculated. The reclamation bond is
something that state statute requires to
cover the contingency of an operator leaving
and not being able to reclaim the site
themselYes.

You're probably all here because we
published a Notice oflnlent -- or excuse me,
a notice saying that we were considering
approving a large mine plan lor this
operation. Public notice, we think, is an
important part ofour responsibility to the
publig and, frequently, we get no interest
at all when we publish one of these things.
Tonighg there is a significant arnount of
interest in this particular operation, and we
are here because you, basically, asked us to
be here. So, again, I appreciation everybody
com ing out and participaling in lhis.

The informal conference that we have
right here is an opportunity for people to
make their concems or their support, either
way, for a proposed mining operation to be

Page 8

I of Oil, Gas and Mining. Mining is a
2 complicated business. We have county
3 agencies thal probably have something to say
4 about various elements ofthis operation.
5 There are air quality provisions that don't
6 fall under the domain of the Division of Oil,
7 Cas and mining rhat are. again. a part of
8 this operation.
9 There are water quality provisions
l0 that, again, don't fall under our umbrell4
1 1 but I would encouage you if you have
12 concems on lhese particular subjects or
13 others to go ahead and make them part ofthe
14 record tonight. Ifyou feel like speaking on
15 the public end of things under agenda item
16 No. 6, what I would like you to do is state
17 your name and then make your comments as

l8 succinctly as you possibly can.
l9 The way this process will work is
20 within 30 days, I have to make a set of
2l findings that desqibe what went on tonight,
22 and lhen I have to reach some legal
23 conclusions that will decide whether we arc
24 going to continue with the permit of this
25 oneration or whether. for one rciuon ur
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I another, we will not continue with it. And.
2 ofcourse, it is prcmalure to say what
3 direction we are going to go in because I
4 haven't heard your comments; nor have I heard
5 lhe comments ofthe operator.
6 I will also add that at ths
7 conclusion ofthe hearing, when I've --
8 excuse me, at the conclusion ofthe $ritten
9 pad ofthis process, when I have issued my
l0 findings of 1-acts and conclusions, if anybody
I I that's here this evening is dissatisfied with
l2 my conclusions, you can appeal those
13 conclusions in front ofthe board of oil, gas
l4 and mining.
15 The board ofoil, gas and mining is
l6 a quasi-judicial board. It is a seven-person
| 7 board that mccts monthly in Salt Lake City.
l8 lfyou want to pursue an app€al ofmy
19 decision, whal you will needtodoisgeta
20 hold of the secretary for the board of oil,
2l gas and mining -- I think there are some
22 business cards up on the table there -- and
23 you can call those numbers on the business
24 cards and they can refer you to the
25 secrelarv's teleohone numbcr

rage

l on the hill and they had to get it offof
2 there.
3 I would happily go under oath and
4 say that I have seen hundreds oftrucks over
5 the last five years leave tll8t property --
6 enter the property well aftcr dark, leave iq
7 load it sometime later and I, for the life of
8 me, cannot figure out why you would do that
9 ifyour concerns are for safety, security of
l0 thc load, se'rurity ofthe highway you are

| 1 going to travel over, security ofyour
l2 employees.
l3 And I think you would only do that
l4 ifyou had some other intended purpose.
15 Possibly, in my opinion, rhat you might be
l6 exceeding your permit, that you might not
17 want to run over an open scale, and, yct, I
l8 have heard Mr. Thomas represent that most of
19 this rock is used locally. Why in the world
20 would you haul it out after dark? That's
2l good for now.
22 SPEAKER: Bob Fuller. I live at
23 640 Pole Drive. I am in that same

24 subdivision. I just have some questions
25 relating to this statute. 11 is really more

Page l0

I At that point you can talk to the
2 board secretary and she can tell you what
3 you'll need to do to submit an appeal ofmy
4 decision- In an ideal r,vorld, I would assume
5 that my decision won't be challenged, but,
6 again, there arc a lot offolks here that are
7 interested in this operation. I dont want
I to prcdict where r.re are going with it, but I
9 wantcd to let you know how the process works
l0 and what your rights are undemeath that
I I process.

12 Having said that, I think I will
13 tum the time over to Wayne Hedberg and let
14 him talk in a little bit more detail ofthe
l5 division's non-coal mining program.
16 (Discussion held off the record.)
17 SPEAKER: My name is Pete Peterson.
18 I am probably lhe closest house to the
19 property. I live at 982 Lakecreek Way. I
20 think Mr. Thomas has represented some --
2l misrepresented some facts here tonight. He
22 did state himself to be the on-site operator
23 ofthe operation and, yet, seems io have no
24 knowledge of nighttime operations. He made
25 reference to a dump truck that got stuck up

Pege

I towards you, I suppose.
2 l know back in June of 1998, there
3 was a Noticc of Noncompliance filed by your
4 departrnent. And at that timc, it was

5 estimated they were over ten acres ofmining.
6 It's a lot more than just a road. And there
7 was an appeal by American Stone, which I
8 undcrstand lhe hearing oflicer rejected and
9 said lhey were in violation and had an order
l0 to clem up and not to expand the mining
I I operations.
12 But since 1998, lhere's been a lot
13 of expansion and certainly well beyond the
14 five acres and I'd bet well beyond the ten
15 acres that we have had. And I am curious as

16 to the interim bond of$25,000. I don't know
l7 how much that will reclaim or $43,000 will
l8 reclaim. Shoot, we have spent more than that
l9 just to blast out enough for a foundation,
20 let alone reclaim a mountain side.

2l In my opinion, it ought to be maybe
22 2 or 3 million dollars for a reclamation. but
23 I am not an expert in that area" But it
24 seems to me that since 1998, there certainly
25 has been a willful violation of the Small

t2
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Mining Act, and they ought to be subject to
the $10,000 a day fine, which amounts to
about 7 million dollars in fines that this
operation should be subject to.

I don't know how you get around a
willful violation because they certainly have
been well over the five acres and up in the
ten, whcther they thought the road was part
of it or not. But on that south side on that
road where lhey have been mining on the side
of the cliff- and that's part of this ten
acres that I have been over several years --
they also have been pushing tailings over on
that south side, almost onto the road. That
also increases the amount of the eflected
are4 which goes into this t€n acre thing,
and thal cerlainly has been a knowing
violation of the five acres.

It appears to me, too, and I don't
know when the access road was changed, but
when you go back on the olher side, you can
sge wh€re there used to be a gate, and thal
access road is brought around to the west
side sometime in their operation. I am not
sure why they had to go through the - had to

Page t)

I the topsoil in.
2 The purpose oflhe statut€, as I
3 read it, is while the mine is operating,
4 there should be reclamation going on
5 environmentally. And I understand that you
6 c€rtainly can't fill in right where you are
7 mining, but there's been no effort to prevent
8 erosion ofthe environment ofthis mine. lf
9 they stay on top, I dont think there would
10 be any problems, from our standpoint.
1l But I, again, come back to the idea
l2 that this is a willful violation. And this
13 is just a quick estimation, but about
14 $7,500,000 of fines that they could have had
15 over the last two years, let alone the period
16 before that time. And, certainly, they have
17 been over five acres long after this 1977
l8 statute was passed. fhat's all.
19 SPEAKIR: I am Marilyn Broadbent.
20 My husband and I own Lot 6 of Lakecreek
21 Estate, That's 782 Lakecreek Way, and we
22 were one of the four or five adjac€nt
23 property owners that were notified. And we
24 have lived there since May of | 996, although
25 we were aware of the existing quarry. My

fage

bring it around on the west side, but it
certainly added to the marring of that hill.

But the -- and the other thing that
also concemed me, and I guess this is really
more towards you, when the Notice of
Violation was s€nt, it looks to me like under
the statute there should have been a
adjudication, a hearing, where the public had
a right m have a voice. And I know that
there was no notioe of giving of that
adjudication back in 1998, and I am not sure
if that was according to statute either.

The surety requirement by statute,
you have the right to set the amount, and the
amounts that we have heard tonight -- $43,000
was one figure and $25,000 was what this last
two-year interim - that's really a pittance
of an amount !o reclaim that property.

I notice on some ofthe other rock
quarries they have sites set apaxt where they
have lopsoil set there, and there certainly
has been no claiming that topsoil on this
mine that can be used in reclamation. Ifyou
go to buy lopsoil, at the end. you are going
to pay a lot more than $43,000 just to put
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I husband is from lleber, and it is kind ofa
2 landmark area. There was no major activity
3 to wanant our concern to our desire to build
4 in this are4 and we purchased this prop€rty
5 with the express purpose ofenjoying the
6 beauty, solitude and the view ofthe area"
7 and to me, thafs the biggest concem.
8 I am concemed about the destruction
9 and the delacing ofthe mountain backdrop
l0 directly behind our property. I am concemed
I I with the destruction of the preexisting
12 beauty and peace ofthe are4 and I'm also
13 concemed about the reduction ofthe property
14 value and the amount that we have invested in
15 our home. And we have loved it out there.
l6 and this is kind of- the expansion
17 frightens me, and maybe their plans are
l8 limited, but the potential for change is very
l9 frightening. And maybe something happens to
20 them and the new owner comes in with a large
2l mining operation, itjust seems open-ended.
22 Thank you.
23 SPEAKER: My name is Don Bums, 851
24 Lakecreek Way. I've gol kind ol'a general
25 concem, not specific with the operation. I
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happ€n to be kind of a fan ofthe free
enterprise, capitalistic society we have, so
I think it is good for a guy 10 do what he
can- But my general concem is Ileber Valley,
Wasatch County, in general, there are two
major, major eyesores in the county. I drive
by one two or three limes a week when I go
down to Salt Lake over to Jordanell where the
highway department decided to cut through
mountain, and when you view that from the
distance, it is pretty ugly.

Then we've got over on the south
end ofthe valley an aguacate quarry which is
slowly eroding the side of the hill. I used
to live on Intcrloken and look at it
everyday. It is kind of a bad thing to look
at. And with this opportunity here ofbeing
able lo ta-ke the whole mountain down on his
15 acres kind ofmakcs me sad ofwhat it
might look like in ten years.

SPEAKER: Rebecca Birkin, 842
Lalecreek Way, adjacent to the quarry. While
I, too, respect that they want to run a
business and that I hate to certainly, you
know, make things diffrcult for them, I do
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hear that scraping and crushing noise early
on Sundays. I would like to know if there
was a way to control that, to monitor it.
Obviously, they have tried, but it is not
happening so that we ale not hearing those
noises, you know, early hours on Sundays
momings, late in the evenings and weekends
like that. That's a definite concem for me.

SPEAKER: Elizabeth Leliner, 700
Pole Drive. Two concerns that I have. The
first would be the truck traffic. Right now,
I agree it is not that great. There are many
other projects that have a lot more truck
traffic on Lakecreek Road, but ifthey were
to increase, that road is not safe enough to
handle the higher traffrc. My concem is a
safety issue for the residents thal have to
drive that road daily.

My second concern is along something
that has already been stated, and that's the
revegetation, which I think should be
concurrent. You know, you've taken offa
portion, you have done that area and it
should be renegotiated. That's the way I
understand it. I don't know if that is

psge

I have some concems. You know, we moved in
2 recently. We were here, you know, in the
3 summer of 1999, and even then, the noise was
4 not nearly as bad as it's now. And, you
5 know, as far as I rcmember that first summer,
6 it was not even that noticeable, but it is
7 now.
8 And I don't have any way ofknowing
t how accurate their sound testing is, as far
l0 as decibels go as far as what day or anything
I I like that, but even that asid€, the noise of
12 scraping rock and crushing is annoying. It
13 is grating. It is not fun. And, you know,
14 even -- not only do I want to post and, you
15 know, just to state on the record that that
16 is something that bolhers all ofus as a
17 communif as a neighborhood, but also I would
I 8 like to know statutorily if you have any way
19 of controlling the hours when that can
20 happen.
2l You know, my husband and I are hard
22 working. W€ afe parents of small children.
23 You know, on Sunday moming when we have a
24 chance to sleep in a little bit later than
25 6:30 for a change, it is kind ofannoying to

l8 Page 20

I conect or not, but those are my two major
2 concerns.
3 SPEAKIR: Joel Sedwick. I'll just
4 raise the question of water quality. Since
5 our water system takes - our water supply is
6 out ofthe stream ofthe bottom of that hill.
7 and we do have a settling pond and a system
8 for cleaning that wat€r and pumping it up to
9 the tank, just -- does the erosion plans or
l0 the emsion control plans thal are proposed
I I take into account how those systems will be
12 effected, especially the road as i1 comes
13 down the hill and it acts as a drainage
l4 system?
15 SPEAKER: My name is Logan Hunter.
l6 I represent Hunter Management Corporation.
l? We own the ten acres immediately adjacent to
l8 the property to the west. And I wouldjust
19 like to go on record that I have had some
20 difficulties with Lon's operation in the past
2l encroaching upon fence lines, tailings
22 over-spilling their bounds, obliterating truck
23 lines or fence lines with their trucks. and
24 those kinds of concerns.
25 Although I don't have any -- we
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certainly knew -- we have had the property
for about 12 years. We knew at the time that
we purchased it from Mr. Thomas lhat there
was a mining operation going on there, but I
had to resofi to legal recourse to get
anything don€ to fix those encroachments.
And so I c€rtainly have concerns as a
property owner oftheir general concem for
their neighbors and how they respect
everybody else that lives in the area.

SPEAKER: Ray Huffaker, 526 Pole
Drive. It is really unfortunate when
development comes in in opposition or sort of
in competition with preexisting businesses,
but a rock quarry is very difficult to be
compatible in a residential area- And I am
very sympathetic with these young folk, but I
also recognize the concems ofthe rest ofus
with the noise, the scraping and the sounds
like explosions when the big rocks hir thc
bed ofa truck. We hearevery one. Every
time one falls, we hear it. Growing up on a
farm in Oregon, I was used to noise, but
that's a bit more than I've ever had to deal
with.

Page 23

I gct an approval from the county commission,
2 which, basically, will address some ofthe
3 issues lhat I think the your divisions
4 handle. For example, one oflhe things we
5 would like to see is what's the ultimate
6 mining - lhe boundary for the mining is
7 going to be, the restorations ofthe ground
8 !o respectable site and deal with the
9 concerns ofthe citizens in the area. And I
10 think we have heard here tonight the concem
1l about the noise, the lrafflc, the lighting
12 and a concem about the materials that are
l3 thrown over the hillside denuding the
14 vegetalion and causing the appearance that
l5 there actually is mining going on in there.
16 I think this is a very nice valley.
17 lt is pretty, ard that's why people move here
18 is because they like the vistas of the areas,
19 and we would like to keep it as such. So
20 whatever you can do to require the operalor
2l to do some mitigating measures that would
22 help lessen the impact, thal would be very
23 appreciated. And also, I think, ifwe can
24 stop dumping all those small pieces ofred
25 ston€, sand stone, over the hill ard maybe do

I
1

J

4
5
6

Page 22

SPEAKXR: Al Mickelsen, Wasatch
County planner. I became aware ofthis
issue, oh, about a year ago when I first
started with the county, and we've made
attempts to get cooperation from the operator
and have not been very successful in so
doing, so we appreciate the notice of this
hearing. And we submitted a letter of
October 6th which states our concems. Let
mejust kind ofemphasize what they are.

Basically, as far as I can
determine, there has been no approval from
the county for their operation. We
recognize, from the testimonies that I have
heard here tonight, that there has been an
operation for yea$ there, and we don't
dispute that. I thinl the issue here is that
they are going to expand, whelher it is going
to be the cuncnt operator or future
operator. I think we have to consider the
issues that are important to us as well as to
the public in general.

So we a.re requesting that the
operator be required to come before the
county as required by our zoning ordnance and

7
8
9

t0
'11

t2
l3
l4
l5
l6
l7
18
19
20
2l
22

24
25

I

2
3

4
5

o
1

P^ge 24

some mitigating measures right there, that
would help kind of improve the situation
there.

The other concems that we do haye
is that at this point, again, they do not
have a business license. We would appreciate
it if they would get a business license for
their operation. And also, I think, to echo
some ofthe comments that I have heard
tonight about what has been expressed here,
you know, I think th€ kcy here is that the
operator has a right to mine but also needs
to realize that we do have taxpayers here;
that they have an investment in th€ area as

well.
We need to have -- we need to make

sure that they will be good neighbors. So if
they could be responsive and lislen to the
concems ofthe citizens, that would be
helpful. The reason why we are so concemed
is they are contributing -- you know, the tax
payers pays the taxes that pays for the roads
and so fonh, but they are contributing into
the damages on the roads that we have therc.
And ifs been mentioned here tonisht about
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the traftic, and we don't know what's going
to be like next year, whether it is going to
be more. And so we would appreciate some
help on that as well. That's all I have, and
I appreciate the oppofiinity to be able to
make some comments on that. Thank you.

MR. BRAXTON: Thank you. Is there
anybody else that would like to be heard in
this matter? Well, again, I would like to
thank all ofyou for coming. I think the
comments that you've made are something that
I'll take very serious consideration of. As
I said earlier, I need to have a written
response dealing with what I have heard this
evening and with other things that are within
the division's files. I need to do that

17 within 30 days from now.
18 I presume everybody has placed their
19 address in the sign-in sheet back there, so I
20 will plan on sending everybody that signed in
21 and has an address there a copy of my
22 findings, if that is acceptable to everybody
23 here. As I said before, there are other
24 previsions. Ifwhat I do doesn't sarisff
25 either the operator or the folks that are

I
2
J

4
5
o

7
8
9

Page 25

cornmenting, there is an appeal provision
before the board of oil, gas and mining, and
we can provide you information on that should
you decide you wanl to go that route.

I close by saying thar I think
mining is a very nec€ssary part of our
economy, but the intent of our stahrte is to
assur€ thal a responsible reclamation, safe
operations end healthy operations go along
with responsible mining operations. So those
considerations would be part ofthe findings
tllat I am going to make as a result of this
hearing. Once again I thank everybody for
coming ard taking your tirne to be with us
this evening. We will go off the record.

lThe hearing was concluded at 8:30 p.m.)
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